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Comparisons of Schedules of Reinforcement

Interval

Reinforcement schedules in everyday life. Complex human behaviors are regulated by schedules of
reinforcement. Piecework in factories is reinforced on a fixed-ratio schedule. Playing a slot machine is
based on variable-ratio reinforcement. Watching the clock at work is rewarded on a fixed interval basis
(the arrival of quitting time is the reinforcer). Surfers waiting for a big wave are rewarded on a variable-
interval basis. (Top left, © Julian Cotton/International Stock; top right, © David Falconer/Folio, Inc.; bot
tom left, © David Woods/The Stock Market: bottom right. © Rick Joyle/Uniphoto)
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